
The house had taken to shrinking to try to persuade the witch to leave. Her bedroom was now the 

size of your average broom cupboard and she could barely squeeze through the doorway. It hadn't 

done it all at once, it was as patient as the stones that made it. Over the course of months the 

witch felt that she must be getting fatter and cut back her portions of owl stew. However, she 

soon found out what millions of humans already know, diets make you tetchy and when a witch gets 

tetchy it's time to move out of the neighbourhood. The house though was gleefully oblivious to the 

misfortunes of the locals and continued to get smaller. Then one day the game was up, the witch 

came home to find the house having a stretch in the spring sunshine, suddenly feet larger in every 

direction. It froze. She froze. The jig was up. The house withered a little under her stare but 

didn't dare shrink. She was caught between a burning desire to blow the roof off or to go inside to 

stretch out in her bed – something she hadn’t been able to do of late!
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L.O
To use the reading roles to successfully comprehend a text.

The Shrinking House

Choose another word that could be used in place of ‘tetchy’ without changing the meaning of the 
sentence. (1 mark)
Irritating 

What does the word oblivious mean? (1 mark)
not understanding what is happening.

Why did the witch go on a diet (2marks)
Because she thought she was getting fatter as it says in the text the house was getting smaller
so she thought she was getting fatter

How does the house feel about the witch? Use evidence from the text to support your answers (3 
marks) 
He is scarred of her because when they were on the bech they both looked at each other and the 
house moved its self on to the beach and the witch is angry

Why do you think the witch was torn between  blowing the roof off and going to bed? (2 marks)
She is very angry but also very tired because she hasn’t been able to sleep for so long in a comfy 
bed.

Which human value did the house display? Why do you think it had to behave in this way? (1 makr)
Patience.


