
Year Group Curriculum Map 
Year: Reception  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Theme/Topic The teacher will 

loosely plan the theme for the 
introductory weeks. The children’s 

interests will then drive the 
planning 

   Once Upon a Time  Spring Has Sprung  
 

Are We Nearly There 
Yet? 

 

Focus Subject(s)    Communications and 
Language  
Literacy  

Communication and 
Language  
Literacy 
The World (science) 

Communication and 
Language  
Literacy 
The World (geography. 
science) 

Key Learning Objectives     Listen to stories 
accurately anticipating 
key events.  
Explore traditional tales 
through comparing and 
contrasting themes.  
Looking at the magical 
world of fairy tales – 
focusing on characters 
and settings. Comparing 
and contrasting different 
versions, 
Exploring stories both 
traditional and modern.  
 

Develop an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time. 
Look closely at 
similarities, difference, 
patterns and change.  
Knows the importance 
for good health of 
physical exercise, and a 
healthy diet.  
Talk about ways to keep 
healthy.  
 

Know about similarities 
and differences in 
relation to places. 
Talk about the features 
of own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might vary 
from one another.  
Talk about past and 
present events in own 
lives and in the lives of 
family members 

1. Bang Event (Wider 
Experiences/Opportunities) 

   Making gingerbread Men 
Teddy Bears picnic   

Visit to the woodlands  Beach Day  

2. Oracy Opportunities    Hot seating characters 
from the stories  
Acting out stories (TFW)  
Role play  
 

Provide opportunities for 
talking for a wide range 
of purposes, e.g. to 
present ideas to others 
as descriptions, 
explanations, 
instructions or 
justifications, and to 
discuss and plan 
individual or shared 
activities.  
 
Provide opportunities for 
children to participate in 
meaningful speaking and 
listening activities. 

Provide opportunities for 
talking for a wide range 
of purposes, e.g. to 
present ideas to others 
as descriptions, 
explanations, 
instructions or 
justifications, and to 
discuss and plan 
individual or shared 
activities.  
 
Provide opportunities for 
children to participate in 
meaningful speaking and 
listening activities. 
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 For example, children 
can take models that 
they have made to show 
children in another 
group or class and 
explain how they were 
made. 
 
Ninja Vocabulary  
Talk for Writing  
Role play  
 
 
 

 For example, children 
can take models that 
they have made to show 
children in another 
group or class and 
explain how they were 
made. 
 
Ninja Vocabulary  
Talk for Writing  
Role play  
 

3. Cultivating Readers Key 
Text(s) 

    The Gingerbread Man  
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears  
The Three Little Pigs 
Jack and the Beanstalk  

What Can You See in 
Spring?  
The Tiny Seed 
Jaspers Beanstalk  
Oliver’s Vegetables  
Oliver’s Fruit Salad  

 

The Snail and the Whale  
Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car  
Mr Gumpy’s Outing  
Paddington  
The Journey  
The Train Ride 

4. Broaden Horizons 
(ambition / aspirations) 

   Bakers  
 

Farmer 
Gardner  

Travel Agent  
Train Driver  
 

5. Key Vocabulary    Once upon a time, first, 
next, so, then, finally.  

Spring, season, growth, 
change(s), roots, shoots, 
steam, leaves.  

Travel, journey, climate, 
difference.  

Applause Opportunities (how 

work is to be celebrated) 
   Writing recipes for KS1  

Making books for our 
reading area. 
 

Exhibition of work.  Making travel guides  
Postcards to KS1 

Possible Enquiry Questions 
 

   What happened ‘once 
upon a time’? 
Was the big bad wolf 
really so bad?  
Should Jack have gone 
up the beanstalk? 
If you went down to the 
woods today, who would 
you see?  
Can you run as fast as 
the Gingerbread Man?  
 

What it is like in Spring?  
What happens to trees in 
Spring?  
How does my garden 
grow?  
 
 

What kind of adventure 
would you have?  
Where do you want to 
go on holiday?  
How would we travel 
there?  
What should we pack?  
What is it like in Summer 
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Communication and 
Language 

Our curriculum is structured 
with communication and 
language at the core. Adults 
exploit any opportunity to 
reinforce taught vocabulary, 
modelling correct usage in 
different contexts.  
Every interaction with a child 
provides an opportunity to 
extend vocabulary. model 
spoken English and extend 
sentences. Communication and 
language is not specifically 
planned for across the year. All 
aspects of developing 
communication and language 
are considered throughout daily 
classroom practice and 
continuous provision. 
Observations, next steps and 
target setting support the 
development of individuals. 
Interventions such as ‘Talk 
Boost’ are designed to support 
children not making the 
expected progress.  
 
 
 

 

   Listening to one another 
and taking turns 
Establish good listening 
skills. 
Sharing ideas and 
developing confidence to 
do so in front of one 
another. 
Following instructions  
Developing age-
appropriate vocabulary  
Learning and extending 
new vocabulary 
associated with topics.  
Using language during 
play to imitate different 
roles. 
 
 
Learn to listen to others 
with increasing attention 
and respond in 
appropriate ways, 
comments, questions or 
actions. 
Following instructions by 
listening to others. 
Develop speaking skills; 
organise talk so it makes 
sense and sequence 
ideas. 
 

Listening to one another 
and taking turns 
Establish good listening 
skills. 
Sharing ideas and 
developing confidence to 
do so in front of one 
another. 
Following instructions  
Developing age-
appropriate vocabulary  
Learning and extending 
new vocabulary 
associated with topics.  
Using language during 
play to imitate different 
roles. 
 
 
Learn to listen to others 
with increasing attention 
and respond in 
appropriate ways, 
comments, questions or 
actions. 
Following instructions by 
listening to others. 
Develop speaking skills; 
organise talk so it makes 
sense and sequence 
ideas. 
 

 

Physical Development     Moving and Handling  
Gross and fine motor 
activities.  
Shows a preference for a 
dominant hand.  
Holds pencil near point 
between first two fingers 
and thumb and uses it 
with good control.  

Moving and Handling  
Show good control and  
co-ordination in large and 
small movements.  
Move confidently in a 
range of ways, safely 
negotiating space.  
Handle equipment and 
tools effectively, 
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Uses a pencil and holds it 
effectively, to form 
recognisable letters, 
most of which are 
correctly formed.  
Handles tools, objects 
construction and 
malleable materials 
safely and with 
increasing control. 
Health and Self-care 
Shows an understanding 
of the need for safety 
when tackling new 
challenges mad 
considers and manages 
some risks.  
Shows an understanding 
of how to transport and 
store equipment safely. 
 
Knows the importance 
for good health of 
physical exercise, and a 
healthy diet.  
Talk about ways to keep 
healthy.  
PE 
Gymnastics 
Basic skills (rolling, 
jumping, landing) on 
floor and apparatus. 
Hand dribbling, passing 
and scoring with a 
variety of balls 

including pencils for 
writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health and Self-care 
 Know the importance 
for good health of 
physical exercise, and a 
healthy diet, and talk 
about ways to keep 
healthy and safe.  
 Manage own basic 
hygiene and personal 
needs successfully, 
including dressing and 
going to the toilet 
independently. 

PSED    Jigsaw: Healthy Me   
 

Jigsaw: Relationships  

Literacy     Reading  
Listening and responding 
to texts.  
Segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend 
them together.  
Begins to read words and 
simple sentences.  

Reading  
Read and understand 
simple sentences. 
Use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words 
and read them aloud 
accurately. Read some 
common irregular words.  
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1-1 reading  
Phase 3 phonics  
 
 
 
Writing  
Segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend 
them together.  
Uses some clearly 
identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, 
representing some 
sounds correctly and in 
sequence.  
Write own name and 
other things such as 
labels and captions.  
Attempt to write short 
sentences in meaningful 
contexts. 
 

Demonstrate 
understanding when 
talking with others about 
what they have read. 
 
Writing  
Use phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways 
which match their 
spoken sounds. 
Write some irregular 
common words.  
 Write simple sentences 
which can be read by 
themselves and 
others.  
Spell some words 
correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 
 
 

Mathematics    Subitising non-standard 
patterns of 1-6 
10s frames make 
numbers from 10-15.  
One more, one fewer. 
Show numbers 0-10 in 
hands in different ways.  
Compare and order 
numbers to 15. 
 Numicon shapes 1-15.  
Oral counting.  
Object counting 1-15. 

Number  
Revise dice patterns  
Subitising and describing 
non-standard 
arrangements. 
Addition and subtraction 
using 10s frames and 
Numicon. 
Doubling, halving and 
sharing.  
5s frames/10s frames 
estimating, comparting, 
making equal groups.  
Finger patterns 1-20. 
Compare and order 
numbers 1-20. 
Oral counting in 1s, 2s, 
5s and 10s.  
Object counting 1-20.  
Reading and writing 
numerals. 

 

Understanding the World    People and 
Communities 

People and 
Communities  
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Enjoys joining with 
family customs and 
routines.  
Recognise and describe 
special times and events 
for family or friends.  
Know about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and others 
and among families, 
communities and 
traditions.  
 
The World  
Look closely at 
similarities, difference, 
patterns and change.  
Know about similarities 
and differences in 
relation to living things.  
Make observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some things 
occur and talk about 
changes.  
 
Technology  
Interacts with age- 
appropriate computer 
software.  
Completes a simple 
program on a computer. 
Children recognise that a 
range of technology is 
used in places such as 
homes and schools. 
Select technology for 
different purposes.  
 
 
 
RE Strand:  Expressing  
Which places are special 
and why? 
 

Talk about past and 
present events in own 
lives and in the lives of 
family members.  Know 
that other children do 
not always enjoy the 
same things and are 
sensitive to this.  
Know about similarities 
and 
differences between 
themselves and others, 
and among families, 
communities and 
traditions. 
The World  
Know about similarities 
and differences in 
relation to places, 
objects, materials and 
living things. 
Talk about the features 
of own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might vary 
from one another.  
Make observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some things 
occur, and talk about 
changes. 
Technology 
Recognise that a range of 
technology is used in 
places such as homes 
and schools.  
Select and use 
technology for particular 
purposes. 
 
RE Strand: Living  
Where do we belong?  
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Expressive Arts and Design    Exploring and Using 
Media and Materials 
Charanga – Everyone! 
Listen and respond to 
different styles of music.  
Sing rhymes and action 
songs.  
Explores different 
sounds of instruments. 
Manipulates materials to 
achieve a planned effect.  
Experiment with colour.  
 
 
 
Being Imaginative  
Chooses particular 
colours to use for a 
purpose. 
Plays cooperatively as 
part of a group to 
develop and act out a 
narrative. 
Initiates new 
combinations of 
movement and gesture 
in order to express and 
respond to feelings, 
ideas and experiences.  
 

Exploring and Using 
Media and Materials 
Charanga – Big Bear Funk  
Sing songs, make music 
and dance, and 
experiment with ways of 
changing them. Safely 
use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and 
function. 
 
Being Imaginative  
Use what they have 
learnt about media and 
materials in original 
ways, thinking about 
uses and 
purposes.   
 Represent their own 
ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through design 
and technology, art, 
music, 
dance, role play and 
stories. 

 

 


