
Mountford Manor History Units (2-year cycle) 

Intent 

 

The history curriculum at MMP seeks to give pupils a solid foundation and broad overview in some of the 
most important periods, events and themes in British and world history. It is comprehensive but 
necessarily selective. The curriculum gives pupils a strong grounding in British history, taught 

chronologically from the first settlements through Roman Britain, the Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, the medieval 
period and up to the Industrial Revolution and touching on Britain during the two World Wars. While 

studying these periods the units explore themes of change and continuity, perspective and power.  
We have carefully selected units that explore world history to provide global coverage and introduce a 

number of themes.  
 

By bringing pupils up to the present day – in the case of Civil Rights (including Britain’s Black History)– the 
curriculum demonstrates the importance of past events in shaping both our local area and the world of 

today. Throughout the curriculum connections and comparison are made between events and individuals: 
the units on the Victorians and industrial revolution centers around the importance of Brunel in shaping 

not only the UK but our local area of Swindon in more general.  
Throughout the curriculum, pupils are taught the substantive content which defines each period. This 

knowledge is meticulously planned and regularly revisited and elaborated upon. More abstract concepts, 

too, are carefully developed across the key stage, so that pupils gain an increasingly sophisticated 

understanding of, for example, kingship or empire. However, it is not only substantive knowledge that is 

taught. The disciplinary skills of history, such as source analysis, interpretation, perspective, continuity and 

change are all explicitly taught and practised. 

The units at MMP are taught on a 2-year cycle. Through these units, the key knowledge and skills laid out in the 

History Policy are taught and consolidated.  

 

Cycle A 

Year groups Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Year 1 & 2 How technology has changed 
over time 

Significant events; The 
Moon Landing 

Victorians- Brunel 

Year 3 & 4 Stone Age  Vikings & Saxons Ancient Greeks 
Year 5 & 6 Medicine through the Ages Aztecs  The World at War 

Cycle B 

Year groups Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 
Year 1 & 2 How Toys have changed over 

time 

Significant events; Great 

Fire of London  

Significant people – 

Christopher Columbus  
Year 3 & 4 Ancient Egypt Roman’s Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China 

Year 5 & 6 Civil Rights Industrial Revolution  Tudors 
 


